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Resolution Calling on President Trump and Congress to Pass a Full Year of 
Appropriations to Avert Another Federal Government Shutdown 

  
WHEREAS, an historic thirty-five-day partial federal government shutdown negatively 
affected the hardworking men and women that play a critical role in providing essential 
services to our communities and keeping them safe; 
 
WHEREAS, 14,000 members of the federal workforce in New York State worked for 
departments affected by the partial shutdown, including Agriculture, Justice, and 
Treasury; and 
 
WHEREAS, downstate was acutely affected because more than half of the 116,000 
federal workers in New York State are concentrated in New York City’s five boroughs 
and Nassau and Suffolk counties; and 
 
WHEREAS, employees who did show up to work in many cases worked longer hours 
and additional days, while others even performed side jobs to maintain a source of 
income; and 
 
WHEREAS, 2.7 million New Yorkers that depend on Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program (SNAP) benefits received their February benefits early because of 
the shutdown and now may run out of food before the end of March; and 
 
WHEREAS, the shutdown resulted in the suspension of more than 1,000 contracts 
between the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) and landlords 
who rent to the poor, affecting nearly 85,000 low-income households nationwide; and 
 
WHEREAS, National Parks reduced staffing and limited access to facilities; and 
 
WHEREAS, federal loans that millions of college and university students rely on were 
delayed, leaving many unable to pay their tuition; and 
 
WHEREAS, the shutdown resulted in billions in lost economic activity; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and Federal Drug 
Administration (FDA) reduced inspections of hazardous sites and food products, 
respectively; and 
 
WHEREAS, many federal cases were postponed because of the shutdown, denying 
Americans access to timely and just court proceedings; and 
 



WHEREAS, there was an increase in the number of air Transportation Security 
Administration (TSA) workers and air traffic controllers calling in absent and working 
extra shifts without pay, jeopardizing the safety of travelers and causing delays; and 
 
WHEREAS, local jails that house federal inmates across the country scrambled to pay 
their bills because they rely on money from federal agencies to house these inmates and 
those checks stopped flowing; and 
 
WHEREAS, Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) agents postponed indictments and 
undercover operations, put off meeting with informants, delayed interviews with child 
sexual-assault victims, cancelled trainings with state and local law enforcement 
agencies, and suspended payments for investigation collaborations with local law 
enforcement; and 
 
WHEREAS, the President and Congress should never let politics put the safety of the 
American people in jeopardy; and 
 
WHEREAS, on January 25, 2019, President Donald J. Trump announced a deal to 
temporarily reopen the government. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the New York State Association of 
Counties calls on the President and Congress to come to a lasting resolution and pass a 
full year of appropriations to avert another government shutdown; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the federal government hold counties harmless 
for funding lost during the shutdown; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution be sent to the counties of 
New York State encouraging member counties to enact similar resolutions; and  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the New York State Association of Counties shall 
forward copies of this resolution to the President, the New York State Congressional 
delegation, and all others deemed necessary and proper. 
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